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mingled national elements developed the Afrikander people
of today. Little immigration took place after 1700. Hence
the Afrikander stock, like the French of Canada, is a small,
seventeenth-century people planted in a new world under
conditions that have fostered a conservative culture. They
were mainly strict Calvinists, devoted to the Dutch Re-
formed Church which became and remained a powerful force
in their public and private lives. The Huguenots lost
identity as a French-speaking group, although, as French
surnames bear witness, their strain in the present population
is considerable.
For centuries the Afrikanders faced a harsh but open
frontier that deeply affected their culture. When, as often
happened, they found irksome the commercial monopoly
and the other restraints of the Dutch East India Com-
pany, they sought a larger personal freedom by migrating
further from the coast. The simple Boer became the Trek-
boer, the peculiar man of the frontier who with heavy ox-
waggon and flocks pushed over the rough mountain passes
to the Interior plains, and became increasingly isolated from
life at Capetown and its environs. The Trekboers resembled
the Australian squatters of the nineteenth century in their
perennial search for fresh grazing In the hinterland. But
they were more sharply separated from the seaboard, built
a community which over a longer period had slender bonds
with the outside, and were concerned with a self-sufficient
rather than an exchange economy. They utilized native
labour, and never dominated the government at the capital.
Remoteness from the centres of European civilization bred
In them a mentality distinctive from that of Hollanders In
Europe, fostered rugged and indigenous customs, and
developed in the Taal or Afrikaans a vernacular, which by
the close of the eighteenth century was In general use,
accentuating the isolation imposed by geography.10 "In
the common life of the European peoples," wrote Olive
Schreiner, "the Boer has had and could have, no part.
Behind him like a bar, two hundred years ago the Taal
^Cambridge History of the British Empire, VIII, 166. Apparently 99 per cent
of the Afrikaans vocabulary is Dutch, See E. G. Malhejbe, Education in South
Africa.